Soil development as limiting factor for shrub expansion in southwestern Greenland
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Introduction Methods Results (cont.)
Southern Greenland currently experiences The extent of shrubs (area, max. height and The appearance and the extent of birches differ
an increase in summer temperatures and a max. diameter at 50 cm) and the topographic at the three research areas (Tab. 2) even if birches
prolonged growing season (Masson- parameters (slope angle, -exposition, -positi- along the elevation gradient have a similar age
Delmotte et al. 2012), resulting in an on and -form) were mapped for all sampling (Fig. 2 and Fig. 3).
increased shrub cover at the boreal - tundra sites. Minimal age of shrubs was determined
border ecotone (Normand et al. 2013). by tree ring analysis. =
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